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Summary:

A total of 82 industry interferences were reported in June. Notable among these we identified
that, Law implementation agency seized fake band-rolls and number tobacco product smuggling
during this time. In the other hand Bonayan (BATB) has started distributing 5 million saplings
this year in celebration of golden jubilee of independence of Bangladesh.

With the technical assistance of the Union, WBB Trust has collected all the information about the
interferences done by the tobacco companies. A brief report on the activities of tobacco
companies has been prepared in recent times.

Date News and source Evidence

06 June | After 2021-22 fiscal years proposed budget, British
2021 American Tobacco Bangladesh (BATB) published an
advertisement with updated price range of cigarette in
various print media.

Link

Link

08 June | There is a law in the country to control smoking. In that
2021 law have some gape And in that opportunity, the
indirect commercial advertising and business of
cigarettes is going on in full swing. In these cases,
smoking and tobacco control laws are very weak.

Link
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Bonayan (BATB) has started distributing 5 million
saplings this year in celebration of golden jubilee of
independence of Bangladesh.

Link
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05
2021

June

On World Environment Day Bonayan (BATB) has
published a pictorial report on newspaper about their
activity.

Link

021, Bonayan pledges
iid 2 greener tomarrow

11
2021

June

Navaran Akij Bidi Factory in Jessore organized a
prayer program to wish long life to Sheikh Hasina for
not imposing tariff on bidi industry in the budget.
Chairman of Jhikargachha Navaran Union Parishad
Mohammad Shahjahan Hossain was present as the
chief guest on the occasion.

Link
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11
2021

June

Battle of Minds Bangladesh has been featured on The Daily
Star.

Link

23
2021

June

British American Tobacco Bangladesh (BAT) has
inaugurated planting of sagina and palm saplings in the
char areas of Daulatpur upazila of Kushtia.
MP Sarwar Jahan Badshah inaugurated the tree
planting work on Chilmari Sirajnagar Road in the
upazila at 1 1am on Wednesday.

Link
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24
2021

1
2021

June

June

BATB organized Changemakers’ summit 2021. Series of
live session ahead with experts in the defiant sector under
the battle of minds camping.

Link
Link

In Gazipur, a cigarette company named ‘Vargo
Factory’ has been seized with 2 lakh cigarettes with
fake band-roll. VAT director Moynul Khan has
conducted the operation and seized 1.99 lakh illegal
cigarette and 1.56 lakh band-roll from the factory.

Link
Link

CHANGEMAKERS' ——
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1
2021

June

RAB-14 has arrested a dealer of an illegal bidi
company along with 2 lakh fake bidi. RAB-14
Commander Lt Col Abu Naeem Mohammad Talat said
that a bidi dealer named Zakaria was arrested along
with Raja bidi with fake band-roll from Shambhugan;j
Bus Stand Bridge junction area of Mymensingh.

Link
Link

02
2021

June

Members of Detective Branch (DB) of Rangpur
Metropolitan Police (RpMP) arrested a man named Md
Rezzakul (41) with 66,000 pieces of Bidi with fake
band-roll worth about Tk. 6.40 lakh from Haragach
Police Station area in Ramgpur metropolis.

Link

A3 MG & =Y BT TCEF TheT
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02
2021

June

A mobile court headed by Assistant Commissioner and
Executive Magistrate Farzana Akter at Kolar Hat Bazar
in Rajbari district has fined four traders Tk 14,000 for
selling bidi with fake band-rolls.

Link
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02 June | Finance Minister AHM Mustafa Kamal ready to | seswm i s, awomse
2021 prepare budget for 2021-2022. The traders are keeping e

the price of cigarettes higher before the announcement
of the budget. Gold-leaf cigarette at Tk. 10 were sold at
Tk. 11-12 and Benson at Tk. 14 at Tk. 15-16 at various
shopping malls and alleys in the capital.

Link
Link
04 June | Jamalpur RAB-14, Assistant Superintendent of Police
2021 Taslim Hussain arrested Md. Abdus Chhamad and
recovered 3 sacks of Saeed Bidi along with a fake
stamp.
Link
05 June | A mobile court led by Executive Magistrate Narayan
2021 handra Barman seized 35,000 Shalaka Milon Bidi,

Kajal Bidi and Ujjwal Bidi in Netrokona.

Link

05 June | In Rajbari, 3.60 lakh fake band-roll destroyed by
2021 consumer rights protection assistant director Md.
Shariful Islam.

Link

Link

06 June | Bangladesh Bidi Sramik Federation demanded to
2021 reduce 4 Tk. on cigarette price level at a press | 8
conference, held at Zahur Hossain Chowdhury Hall of | &t =0
the National Press Club. They also demanded 5 points 3 95
including increase in the price of low quality cigarette, | ! b coen
The press conference was attended by the acting
president of the federation Amin Uddin, general
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secretary Abdur Rahman, joint-secretary, Harik
Hossain, Organizing Secretary Abdul Gafur, Co-
Organizing Secretary Abul Hasnat Lavlu, Publicity
Secretary, Shamim Islam and others.

Link

Link

Link
07  June | In Sylhet, markets are full of expired zarda (perfumed | T o =ow e s feE
2021 or scented tobacco). All kinds of zarda that are harmful

to public health are being sold anonymously. No
specific information has been received about the
approval of zarda production here. Public health
experts advise against smoking and smokeless tobacco
use, saying that the use of smokeless tobacco products,
white tobacco leaf, zarda and other tobacco products
are more dangerous than cigarette.

Link
06 June | RAB 14 Assistant Director Anwar Hossain arrested a
2021 dealer of a bidi company named Ujjal Mia with one
lakh 80 thousand fake bidi at Nandail Upazila in
Mymensingh.
Link
Link
07 June | In an operation of RAB, 3 persons named Bijoy, Rubel | s oroo fore sie arerfadia
2021 Hossain and Ismail Hossain arrested with 3,800 bidi WO%W[W

with fake stamp at Pakundia in Kishoregan;.

Link
Link

08 June | Leaders of Bangladesh Bidi Federation called for | oo pios e oeeen Biandcoaeies
2021 closing the price gap between Bidi and low-quality
cigarettes in the next fiscal year (2021-22). Bangladesh
Bidi Sramik Federation (BBSF)president MK Bangali
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read out the paper while BBSF executive president
Amin Uddin, general secretary Abdur Rahman,
organising secretary Abdul Gafur, publicity secretary
Md Shamim Islam and Assistant organising secretary
Abul Hasnat Lavlu, among others, were present at the
programme.

Link

08 June | Executive Magistrate Md Abul Hashem has seized 6 | aramm s smeso zromsmmerws=
2021 sacks with fake 2 lakh 10 thousand sticks of fake band- | To = vw=

roll Benu Bidi in Kurpar area of Sadar upazila of
Netrokona district.

Link

08 June | In a joint operation of RAB and Police, 3 persons
2021 including Bijoy, Rubel Hossain and Ismail Hossain
arrested with 3,800 bidi with fake stamp in Pakundia.

Link

08 June | Executive Magistrate Md Abul Hashem has seized 6
2021 sacks with fake 2 lakh 10 thousand sticks of fake band-
roll Benu Bidi in Kurpar area of Sadar upazila of
Netrokona district.

Link

Link
09  June | Netrokona Deputy Commissioner Kazi Md. Abdur | STt 28T {6 “ffar
2021 Rahman led the Netrokona district administration to ki e

seize about 2 lakh 64 thousand illegal 'Benu Bidi' with |~ #=EEED

fake band-roll which price is minimum Tk. 1.58 lakh.

Link
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09 June | Kushtia Cirle 2 Customs Excise and VAT have seized W“’}lﬁgg‘gmﬂ TS

2021 3,30,000 bidi with re-used bandroll with a market value
of Tk. 2,37,600 from a Nayan Bidi organization in
Kushtia's Bheramara.

Link

10 June | Fresh bidi and Afiz bidi with fake band-roll were seized
2021 by the Consumer Department of Sunamganj at
Shamarchar Bazar in Dirai area of Sylhet. At the time,
40,000 fresh bidi and 15,000 Afiz bidi were seized and
7 traders were fined Tk. 70,000 in cash for selling the
bidi and warned to stop selling illegal bidi.

Link
10 June | RAB-14, Director Md. Anwar Hossain conducted an
2021 operation and arrested a bidi dealer named Md. Akhter

Mia along with 4 lakh Alam Bidi with fake band-roll at
Atharobari area in Ishwarganj upazila.

Link
11 June | A bidi trader named Sagar Hossain (35) is evading | s e mm e
2021 revenue by making fake Sagar Bidi at Bheramara | | [

Thana Bahadurpur in Kushtia district without any
intervention from the administration. Although
Bheramara has a customs officer and office,
irregularities are going on.

Link
12 June | In a raid led by Assistant Commissioner Habibullah
2021 Bahar, 35,000 Raju Bidi with fake band-rolls were

seized in Arkandi and Baliakandi markets of Rajbari. A
businessman named Khalil Bepari (40) was fined Tk
15,000 during the raid.

link
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13
2021

June

At a press conference, the Bandarban Tobacco Farmers,
Traders and Workers Unity Council has demanded six
points including freeing the aggression of multinational
companies, fixing the fair price of tobacco, increasing
the price of lowquality cigarette and reducing the price
of bidi at the Lama Press Club.

Link
Link

13
2021

June

A special expedition team of RAB-14 led by Assistant
Director Md. Anwar Hossain conducted an operation
from Kalibari Bazar area of Muktagachha upazila and
arrested Babul Mia. Earlier, he was fined Tk. 50,000
for the same offense.

Link

13
2021

June

In a raid on the warehouse of Miraj Bidi with fake
band-roll in Sailati area of Tarail upazila of
Kishoreganj, 13 lakh fake bidi and a person named
Shahadat Hossain Utpal involved in this fake bidi were
arrested by RAB-14.

Link
Link

FRETeRa 8 73 At srafers e [
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13
2021

June

Mymensingh RAB-14 has arrested illegal bidi trader
Shahadat Hossain Utpal with 12.60 lakh bidi from
Tarail in Kishoregan;.

Link

14
2021

June

Two traders have been fined for evading huge revenue
from the government by selling bidi with fake band-roll
in Phulpur, Mymensingh. Balia Bazar trader Nur Uddin
was fined Tk. 4,000 and Mehedi Sarkar was fined Tk.
3,000 for selling Dayal Bidi.

Link Link
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15
2021

June

A mobile court conducted by district administration has
fined three traders Tk. 25,000 for producing, stocking
and selling bidi with fake band-roll and evading VAT
and revenue in Gazipur. Businessman Sumon Mollah
was fined Tk. 15,000, Sabbir Sheikh Tk. 5,000 and
Aziz Sheikh Tk. 5,000.

Link

15
2021

June

Tobacco Farmers and Traders Association of Rangpur
organized a press conference in response to the
proposed budget. Md. Masum Fakir, General Secretary
of the Association, pointed out six points including, fair
pricing of tobacco, assurance of sale of tobacco,
reducing the price of bidi by Tk. 4 in the last budget,
reduction of 10 percent advance income tax imposed on
bidi, protection of tobacco from the aggression of
multinational companies and increase in tariffs on low
quality cigarette at the press conference at Rayans
Hotel, Rangpur.

Link
Link
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15
2021

June

In front of the Sylhet Press Club, Sylhet bidi consumer
party presented a four-point demand including the price
of low-end cigarette rises, increased four Tk. on bidi in
the last budget. Md. Mashiur Rahman, President of
Consumer Party addressed the rally while it was
conducted by Arifur Rahman.

Link
Link
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15
2021

June

A mobile court raided a market in Kalmakanda upazila
of Netrokona district and seized 60,000 bidi with fake
band-roll of three band named Dayal Bidi, Molla Bidi
and New Afia Bidi. At the time, some shop owners
were fined Tk. 25,000 for selling bidi with fake band-
roll in the market.

Link

(AALBTATH A% TGRS Yo TG
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15
2021

June

A mobile court conducted at Mantala and Chaumuhani
Bazar in Madhabpur upazila of Habiganj and fined one
seller Tk. 8,000 for evading revenue and selling
cigarette with fake band-roll.

Link
Link

16
2021

June

A mobile court has fined six businessmen businessman
Tk. 62000 for producing and selling bidi without band-
roll, not wearing mask and no price list in front of shop
at Shyamganj Bazar in Gauripur Upazila on charges of
using fake bandroll and evading revenue.

Link

17
2021

June

In a written statement of Bidi Consumer General
Secretary Md. Harun Mia, the bidi consumers have
made four demands including withdrawal of Tk. 4 per
packet on bidi, keep the bidi closure period the same as
cigarette, stopping the business of fake bidis, and
increase in the price of low-end cigarette at Bhairab.
Bhairab Television Journalists Association made this
demand in response to the proposed budget.

Link
Link
Link
Link
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17
2021

June

In a mobile court operation by Executive Magistrate
Sheikh Mohi Uddin, two people have sent to jail for
selling obscene videos and illegal bidi in Nabigan;.

Link

18
2021

June

According to RAB-14, Company Commander CPSC
Major Akher Muhammad Joy arrested a bidi dealer
named Khademul Islam along with 2.40 lakh Raja Bidi
with fake band-roll from Shambhugan; Bus Stand
Bridge junction in Mymensingh.

Link
Link
Link

18
2021

June

Wishing long life to Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, a
prayer session was held at Akij Bidi Factory, located at
Abir Para of Dulai in Pabna and Rangpur Mithapukur
Police Station. As the tariff on bidi industry was not
increased in the budget of 2021- 2022 fiscal year,
factories organized discussion meeting and prayer
meeting.

Link
Link

20
2021

June

The Local Owned Cigarette Manufacturers' Association
said in a press conference, to increase the price of
foreign low-grade (Tk. 5) cigarettes in the forthcoming
budget. They say that in the interest of keeping small
and medium tobacco traders survive, the price of
imported low quality foreign cigarette should be kept at
least one taka higher than domestic low quality
cigarette. Nazmun Nahar Lucky, a member of the
association, raised these demands on behalf of the
organization.

Link
Link
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21 June | On Monday (June 21) at around 11:30 am, a prayer
2021 program was organized at the premises of Joynal Bidi
Factory in the South Katnarpara area of Bogura city.
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina has been wished a long
life as no new tariffs have been imposed on the bidi
industry in the 2021-22 budget. The prayer ceremony
was held at 11:30 am on Monday (June 21) at the
premises of Joynal Bidi Factory in the South
Katnarpara area of Bogura city.

Link
22 June | In a mobile court operation in Barhatta upazila of
2021 Netrokona, some shop owners were fined Tk. 10,000

for selling illegal bidi with fake band-roll.

Link

23 June | Led by Revenue Officer, Kushtia Circle-2, Bheramara
2021 Mr. Md. Nowsher Ali Munshi, Customs Excise and
VAT Department of Kushtia Circle-2 has seized 5 lakh
sticks bidi with fake band-roll of 7 companies at
Bheramara in Kushtia.

Link
24 June | A young man named Ashiqul Islam (30) was arrested "
2021 with 13 lakh 80 fake band-roll worth Tk. 1.39 crore. In

Rangpur. The information was given by Assistant
Commissioner Sajjad Hossain at a press conference at
the Customs, Excise and VAT Commissionerate office
on Central Road in the city.

Link
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24 June | A trader named Shahadat Khan was arrested with | Zrarmimme e
2021 22,500 bidi with fake band-roll while transporting fake
bidi through tax evasion in Mymensingh.

Link

Link
27 June | RAB-10 has arrested two black marketers named Md.
2021 Yunus (31) and Md. Obaidul Islam (19) along with

revenue evaded 3,138 foreign cigarettes from
Siddhirganj area of Narayanganj.

Link

27 June | In a raid on a house in Charmatha area of Bogura
2021 Town, Customs Excise and VAT officials recovered
19,000 packets of Sarifa Bidi with fake band-roll.

Link

Link
29 June | RAB-14, led by its assistant director Md. Anwar
2021 Hossain, arrested a dealer named Md. Touhidzzaman

Ripon with revenue evaded 75,000 illegal Mohini bidi
with fake band-roll in Mymensingh.

Link
29 June | The revenue department of Pabna raided and seized 13
2021 lakh 50 thousand Bangla bidi with fake band-roll from

Dulai in Pabna. Later, 80,000 bidi fitted with fake
band-roll of another company were seized. It has been | §__I 4
alleged that the government has been lost evaded et e o s

revenue of more than 4.5 lakh taka. A case has been
filed against two companies including Bangla Bidi for
evading revenue.

Link
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Dhaka Custom House has seized one lakh 26,600 sticks
of easy brand foreign cigarettes from two passengers
named Md Rafiqul Islam and Mehedi Hasan when they
returning to Dubai at Shahjalal International Airport in
the capital.

Link
Link

Supported by: The Union

05
2021

June

The Sunamganj Battalion (28-BGB) seized 13,000
pieces of Indian Nasir's bidi along with liquor at the
Tahirpur border in Sunamganj.

Link
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06
2021

June

Chattogram Custom House seized a large quantity of
foreign brand cigarettes in a consignments arriving at
Chattogram port under duty free (bond) facility. In this
consignment, the customs officials have stopped the
mischievous attempt of evading revenue of Tk. 14
crore.

Link
Link

Attempt to evade revenne of Tk 14er foiled
Duty free shipment for foreign
cigar seized at Ctg Port

06
2021

June

Sylhet Kotwali police recovered 12,072 dozen memo
Zarda (tobacco perfume) with Tk. 6,800 worth stolen
goods from a young man named Belal in Sylhet.

Link

Bz

07
2021

June

In a raid by the district detective police in Chhatak, a
man named Nurul Islam was arrested along with a
consignment of 1 lakh 83 thousand imported banned
bidi.

Link
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Link

07  June | RAB arrested a man named Md. Saifuddin (45) from z"iﬁﬁﬁmm@?‘mwmﬁ_ )
2021 Mirzapur in Chapainawabganj with 1 lakh 4 thousand | we e Q@

160 illegal Indian bidi in an operation.

Link

Link
08 June | The Customs Intelligence and Investigation Department
2021 has arrested Suruj Mia alias Billal Hossain Khan,

accused in multiple cases filed on charges of smuggling
Tk. 525 crore. Suruj Mia was the main importer of
illegal cigarettes. It evades huge tariffs by importing
cigarettes and other commercial goods, including
televisions. The detectives found evidence that money
laundering of around Tk. 291 crore has been organized.

e G B < BRI TR A 30 s e e e < G, e e <
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Link Link
08 June | RAB-10 has arrested a black marketer named Mizan | 7o P s s e
2021 with 27,000 foreign cigarette worth Tk. 2, 74,000 in | &

momoan
Kadamtali area of the capital.

Link
Link
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08 June | The District Detective Branch has arrested a smuggler

2021 named Islam Uddin (45) along with 1 lakh 67 thousand | &-oom@EmH@e=
Nasir bidi in a raid at Kanaighat in Sylhet. T =l T
Link
Link

10 June | The Customs Intelligence and Investigation Department
2021 said in a statement that since 2017, they filed 30 cases
against four companies, Agro BD & JP, Henan Anhui
Agro, Hevra Branco and China BDL, for fraudulently
importing goods worth hundreds of crores of money. It
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has been announced to import machineries for
installation in the factory at the time of opening of each
LC. But containers seized by customs detectives were
found in imported containers of these companies, along
with cigarettes and other customs evaded goods.

Link

15
2021

June

In Chattogram port different importer importing illegal
cigarette and bidi without giving any revenue. Some
time they import these as saying other raw materials.
Police seized this type of illegal cigarette import many
times.

Link

BUEIT WA CATEel] AEGS 21l ST G T
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18
2021

June

On the basis of secret information 59 BGB members of
Rahanpur in Chapainawabganj seized 145 kg of
ownerless Indian refined tobacco powder and 250 kg of
bidi making leaves at the Bilbhatia border in
Chapainawabganj district.

Link
Link

18
2021

June

In a raid Border Guard Bangladesh (BGB) has seized
7000 Indian Nasir's bidi at the Doarabazar upazila
border in Sunamganj district.

Link

18
2021

June

In an operation of RAB-5, smuggler Mohammad
Enamul Haque was arrested along with revenue evaded
27,360 Indian-made cigarettes in Chapainawabganj
district.

Link
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20
2021

June

In separate raids in Fatulla and Sadar areas of
Narayanganj, RAB-10 arrested two black marketers
named Selim (32) and Swapan Kabiraj (36) with
revenue evaded 3366 foreign cigarette. In that time
RAB collect 700 taka from the black marketer.

Link

[3] 0 =GR 0w o157 et Sromcabors 2 Femarens e

20
2021

June

Inspector of Police (Investigation) Moniruzzaman Khan
of Doarabazar Thana arrested Shahanur (46), Irfan Ali
(25) and Imran Hossain (26) with revenue evaded
19,200 import banned Indian Jibon bidi in Sunamgan;.

Link
Link

18
2021

June

On the basis of secret information 59°’s BGB members
of Rahanpur in Chapainawabganj seized revenue
evaded 145 kg of ownerless Indian refined tobacco
powder and 250 kg of bidi making leaves at the
Bilbhatia border in Chapainawabganj district.

Link
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21
2021

June

Rapid Action Battalion (RAB-10) arrested a black
marketeer named Gouranga Chandra Sarkar (45) with
revenue evaded 4,248 foreign cigarettes, a mobile
phone and Tk. 6000 at Kadamtali in the capital.

Link
Link

22
2021

June

Led by Officer-in-Charge Saiful Alam, the District
Intelligence Branch (DB) recovered revenue evaded
84,000 banned Indian Sheikh Nasir bidi worth about
Tk. 1.5 lakh from Lakhai village of Kanaighat police
station in Sylhet. No one could be arrested in the
incident.

Link
Link
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24
2021

June

Two persons named Palash (24) and Dabir Hossain
(25) were detained along with revenue evaded 1 lakh
95 thousand Indian cigarettes in Shibganj during the
RAB operation.

Link

TII on Misleading
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Higher compliance can widen tax

umhvu naging Director Shehzad Munim talked about the country’s business
o crisis, foreign direet investment, BAT Bany ;u.mm operations an a

C:,%

—

b .
[ 4

J

01 June | BAT Bangladesh Managing Director Shehzad Munim
. . ) net: BAT MD
2021 talked about the country’s business climate, the Covid- | wrmu,
19 crisis, foreign direct investment, BAT Bangladesh’s | ™
operations and more.
Link
10 May | The California Department of Public Health (CDPH),
2021

has been carrying out air sampling in vape shops
throughout the state, as part of its initiative to
determine the health effects of second-hand vapor
exposure. It has been confirmed that secondhand vapor
from vaping is harmless. Published this information on
facebook page of VoV Bangladesh.

Link

® Air samplmg confirms
secondhand vapor from
vaping is harmless

06 June | In the proposed budget, the finance minister has
2021 proposed to reduce the corporate tax of listed
companies by 2.5 percent. The corporate tax of the
listed cigarette companies is 40 percent.
Link
06 June | The money will come from different fund and from
2021 which the highest unclaimed dividend of Tk. 8,809,45

crore has been paid by the British multinational tobacco
company British American Tobacco Bangladesh
Company Limited-BATBC. Of this, Tk. 8,403 crore is
bonus dividend and Tk. 6 crore 45 lakh is cash
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dividend.
Link
08 June | Menthol and various flavored cigarettes are becoming S

2021 increasingly popular among the youth. Previously, such
cigarettes were limited to foreign brands. However, due
to the growing popularity of the country in the last few
years, various approved companies have also brought
such cigarettes to the market. Although they are several
times more harmful than ordinary cigarettes, they are
being sold freely due to lack of government guidance
and public awareness. In addition to health risks,
smokers are also attracted to this type of cigarette.

Link
11 June | Students are addicted to harmful electronic cigarettes
2021 (e-cigarettes) as educational institutions have been

closed for a long time due to the coronavirus (Covid-
19) epidemic. These ecigarettes price range is Tk. 150

to Tk. 1,000.

Link
26 June | Tobacco factories is being set up in Rangpur. Organic
2021 fertilizers made in these factories is harmful to

agricultural land. Besides, the environment and
biodiversity are under threat due to the waste of
factories and the smell of tobacco. Organic fertilizers
made from the wastage of bidi cigarettes and tobacco.

Link




